Quarterly
Newsletter
Issue 4
2016

EURAXESS Brazil Newsletter
is a quarterly electronic
newsletter,
edited
by
EURAXESS Brazil, which
provides
information
of
specific interest to European
and
non-European
researchers in Brazil who are
interested in the European
research
landscape
and
conducting
research
in
Europe or with European
partners.

EURAXESS BRAZIL
Contents
1 Hot topics - Focus on the European Research Council (ERC) ....... 2
What’s in it for Brazilian researchers? ..........................................................2
Interview with ERC president Professor Jean-Pierre Bourguignon ..............4
Meet the researcher – Interview with Elison Matioli, Brazilian ERC starting
Grant awardee .......................................................................................6

2 EURAXESS members in focus: Czech Republic – Land of
extraordinary possibilities ........................................................ 8

The information contained in
this publication is intended for
personal use only. It should
not be taken in any way to
reflect the views of the
European Commission nor of
the
Delegation
of
the
European Union to Brazil.

R&D Funding in the Czech Republic ............................................................8

Please
email
to
brazil@euraxess.net for any
comments on this newsletter,
contributions you would like to
make, if you think any other
colleagues
would
be
interested in receiving this
newsletter, or if you wish to
unsubscribe.

3 EURAXESS Brazil activities ................................................... 10

Editors: Charlotte GRAWITZ,
EURAXESS Brazil, Country
Representative and Ingrid LE
VAN,
EURAXESS
Brazil
Support Officer

3.5 Looking for funding opportunities? EURAXESS can help you! ...........12

Research Excellence in the Czech Republic ................................................8
Where can I find out more? ...........................................................................9
Cooperation between the Czech Republic and Brazil ..................................9
Interview with a Czech researcher in Brazil, Lenka Ptackova, PhD student
at IMPA (National Institute of Pure and Applied Mathematics) .............9

3.1 EURAXESS new portal makes mobility even easier ...........................10
3.2 EU funding and tools for scientific mobility – working with MSCA
alumni ..................................................................................................10
3.3 EURAXESS Science Slam 2016 .........................................................11
3.4 EURAXESS
helped
Brazilian
researchers
improve
their
communication skills ............................................................................11

3.6 In case you missed our Flashnotes .....................................................12
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1 Hot topics - Focus on the
European Research Council (ERC)

The ERC is led by an
independent governing body,
the Scientific Council, and,
since January 2014, the ERC
President is Prof. JeanPierre Bourguignon.
The ERC has a budget of
over €13 billion and is part of
the EU research and
innovation programme,
Horizon 2020.
ERC grantees have won
prestigious prizes, including 6
Nobel Prizes, 3 Fields
Medals, 5 Wolf Prize and
more.

2014-2020 budget: 13,1
billion euro.

Set up in 2007 by the European Union, the European Research Council is the
first European funding organisation for frontier research*. It aims to stimulate
scientific excellence in Europe. It selects and funds the very best, creative
researchers of any nationality and age to run five-year-projects in a public or
private research organisation based in the countries of the European Research
Area (ERA), that includes EU Member States and Associated Countries.

ERC open to the world
The ERC also strives to attract top researchers from anywhere in the world to
come to Europe. To date, the ERC has funded some 6 500 top researchers at
various stages of their careers.
ERC grants are open to researchers of any nationality who may reside in
any country in the world at the time of application. Currently, there are 515
principal investigators of non-ERA nationality (nationals of countries other
than the EU and the countries associated to the Framework Programme
Horizon 2020) among the over 6400 ERC-funded researchers, representing 8%
of all grantees (390 Starting and Consolidator Grants and 124 Advanced
Grants). These grant holders are mainly nationals of the US (212), Canada (61),
Russia (40), Australia (35), India (35), and Japan (24).
To date, only 3 grantees are Brazilian: Artur Avila, Aureo de Paula and Elison
Matioli (see interview below).
On average, ERC grantees employ around six team members during their ERC
project. An estimate shows that some 18% of these team members are
nationals from countries outside Europe.

Watch the ERC video here.

*FRONTIER RESEARCH
European Research Council
(ERC)
grants
support
individual researchers of any
nationality and age who
wish to pursue their frontier
research.
The
ERC
encourages
in
particular
proposals
that
cross
disciplinary
boundaries,
pioneering ideas that address
new and emerging fields and
applications that introduce
unconventional,
innovative
approaches.

An estimated 250 Brazilian researchers work as team members on ERC-funded
research projects. The ERC encourages more top Brazilian researchers to join
the ranks of ERC grant holders.

What’s in it for Brazilian researchers?
1. ERC funding schemes
Brazilian researchers, independently of their current place of work, can apply for
3 types of ERC grants:
-

ERC Starting Grants (StG) for young, early-career top researchers,
2-7 years after award of PhD.
ERC Consolidator Grants (CoG) for already independent excellent
scientists, 7-12 years after award of PhD.
ERC Advanced Grants (AdG) for senior research leaders.

Additionally, ERC grant holders can apply for top-up funding (Proof of Concept
Grant(PoC) to explore the innovation potential of their research results.
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The different ERC funding schemes are shown in the Figure below:

Brazil and ERC:
To date, three Brazilian
researchers have been
awarded ERC Starting
Grants.
They are (picture left to right):
The
leading
mathematician Artur Avila for
his "Quasiperiodic" project;
Aureo de Paula for
his project on “Econometric
Analysis
of
Interaction
Models.” ;
Elison Matioli for his
project " IN-NEED" on energy
efficiency (interview below).
They accepted to tell us a
little bit about their trajectory
and shared their views on
EU-Brazil cooperation. Click
on their name to read their
interviews.

ERC calls are annual. Find the calendar of upcoming calls here.
2. Carry out research (PhD or post-doc) as an ERC team member
ERC projects are carried out by an individual researcher ('Principal
Investigator') who can employ researchers of any nationality as team
members. One or more team members can even be located in a non-European
country.
=> How to find a job in ERC teams? ERC grantees are encouraged to publish
vacancies in their teams on the EURAXESS Jobs portal, tagging them with the
ERC logo. A quick search with the “European Research Council (ERC)”
additional filter will list all vacancies available in ERC teams in Europe. It is then
possible to refine the search by research field, country, etc.
Read the interview of 3 Brazilian PhD candidates within ERC funded
projects here and find out some tips for successful applications.
3. Post doctoral visits to ERC teams in Europe

Signature of the
'implementing arrangement’
on 13 October 2016 by the
Commissioner for Research,
Science and Innovation,
Carlos Moedas, and the
President of the Brazilian
National Council of State
Funding Agencies
(CONFAP), Sergio Luiz
Gargioni.
Brazil is the eighth country
worldwide to sign such an
agreement with ERC, after
the USA, South Korea,
Argentina, Japan, China,
South Africa and Mexico.

Since October 2016, the Implementing arrangement (IA) between Confap and
the European Commission enables Brazilian post-doc researchers to carry out
research visits and temporarily join ERC teams in Europe. Research visits can
be either one-offs and long-term (6-12 months), or multiple short-term visits.
In practice, ERC launches an annual Call for expression of interest amongst
ERC grantees to inquire about their interest to host Brazilian scientists in their
research teams. From the last call (October 2016), 317 Principal Investigators
(PIs) expressed interest in hosting Brazilian scientists. The list is then sent to
Confap who informs active Brazilian post-doctoral grantees from FAPs, CAPES
and CNPq of the opportunity through the issuance of a letter. The pre-selection
of the Brazilian scientists is done by CONFAP on behalf of and in agreement
with the Brazilian funding agency without any ERC intervention (neither in the
selection criteria nor in the selection procedure).
Selected Brazilian researchers will continue to receive their salaries and/or
scholarships. The participant FAP will also provide support for travel expenses,
including those of the accompanying family members in case of long-term visits.
Read the agreement for more details on ERC’s contribution.
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Interview with ERC president Professor Jean-Pierre
Bourguignon
What does the ERC have to offer researchers outside Europe? Does the
international researcher need to be based in Europe to be an ERC
grantee?

© ERC
Professor Jean-Pierre
Bourguignon is President of the
ERC as of 1 January 2014.
He was the Director of the Institut
des Hautes Études Scientifiques
(IHÉS) from 1994 untill 2013. He
was also the first ERC Panel
Chair in Mathematics, for Starting
Grants.
A mathematician by training, he
spent his whole career as a fellow
of the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique (CNRS).
He held a Professor position at
École polytechnique from 1986 to
2012. From 1990 to 1992, he was
President of the Société
Mathématique de France and
President of the European
Mathematical Society from 1995
to 1998. He is a former member
of the Board of the EuroScience
organisation (2002-2006) and
served on EuroScience Open
Forum (ESOF) committees since
2004.

Useful links:
ERC. For more info in
PORTUGUESE, click here.
ERC Work Programme 2017.
Upcoming calls
EU-Brazil implementing
arrangement and ERC press
highlight
Contact ERC National
Contact Point in Brazil:
Prof. Moacyr MARTUCCI Jr
Av. Prof. Luciano Gualberto,
Trav 3, 158 – sala C2-49
São Paulo, SP
+55 11 3091 5626
mmartucc@usp.br
cecilia.yamanaka@usp.br

First and foremost, the ERC grants are appealing because researchers are
totally free to propose topics they find the most challenging and to organise their
support the way they find the most appropriate. The funding is substantial, both
in terms of grant amount - up to EUR 2.5 million, or INR 18.75 - and in terms of
length - up to five years. They are open to researchers working in all research
disciplines. What's more, the grants are very flexible and give researchers
tremendous autonomy to pursue their scientific ideas. By now the "prestige" of
the ERC label of excellence makes the grants coveted by scientists. ERC
grantees I meet often underline that the
application process is very simple and user“We want scientists to
friendly and that red tape is kept to a
focus on what they
minimum.

are best at – doing

Researchers of any nationality, regardless of
science! “
their current place of work, can apply for
ERC funding, provided that they have a
contractual relation with an institution based in Europe and are ready to spend
at least 50% of their working time there. This means that – after being awarded
an ERC grant - they can keep the affiliation with their research organisation in
their country of origin, if they so wish, for the rest of the time. Several ERC
grantees who moved to Europe have testified that leaving their country does not
mean leaving their networks behind or burning bridges.
There are also other incentives for international researchers to apply for ERC
funding, such as additional funds to cover start-up costs for those moving
to Europe, amounting to up to EUR 1 million extra. What is also worth noting is
that team members taking part in an ERC-funded project can be based in nonEU countries as long as it is justifiable and well explained in the candidate's
application.
How important is it to the ERC to engage researchers working outside
Europe in its funding schemes?
It is part of the ERC's mission to attract the best scientists from outside Europe.
Top research is an intrinsically international endeavour. We know that bright
minds exchange ideas across borders and continents, so we should let them
collaborate freely to progress and to make ground-breaking discoveries. The
ERC encourages such "brain circulation" and ultimately also aims to make
Europe a prime location for top talent globally.
Does the ERC give priority to younger researchers? How?
Yes, the ERC is serious about early-career researchers. Two thirds of the
overall ERC budget go to the most promising young minds. They should be
empowered early in their careers and be given maximum scientific freedom.
Top scientists with as little as two years of experience after their PhD are
already eligible to apply for ERC grants.
Let me also point out that, on average, each ERC grant holder employs around
six team members, of which many are post docs and PhD students. In this
way, the ERC also supports a new generation of researchers.
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Is it possible for researchers who do not hold an ERC grant to be
associated with an ERC grantee’s team?
Yes, the ERC wants to encourage its grantees to engage even more with fellow
scientists in the global research community and motivate international talent to
take part in ERC-funded projects in Europe, in particular young researchers.
To inspire such global scientific exchange, the
We
believe
in ERC has already a number of agreements (so
called "implementing arrangements") in place
"brain circulation"
with renowned research funding agencies
outside Europe to provide opportunities for earlycareer scientists to temporarily join research teams run by ERC grant holders.
In 2012, the ERC launched the first of such initiatives with the US National
Science Foundation (NSF). By now, agencies in another [eight] countries on
four continents have signed such agreements, namely South Korea, Argentina,
Japan, China, South Africa, Mexico, [Brazil and Canada].
Before we close this interview, do you have any tips for potential ERC
grant applicants?
Plan it well in advance. Competition is tough, so take the time to carve out the
best possible application. You also need to show in your proposal that your
research project will push the frontiers of knowledge, and that it is not just
incremental research. Before applying, ask yourself "what is it that is innovative
about my project?". I would also advise applicants to try to speak to ERC
grantees in the same field of research who can share their experience and
provide advice. Lastly, the researcher needs to apply with a host institution in
Europe, so it is crucial to establish contacts and find one early on before
applying for ERC funding.
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Meet the researcher – Interview with Elison Matioli,
Brazilian ERC starting Grant awardee
You have recently been awarded an ERC Starting Grant. Could you tell us
about the research you are conducting with this grant? How can the
general public benefit from it?
My research is in the field of energy, focusing on developing new technologies
to allow much more efficient energy conversion systems.
Elison Matioli is a tenuretrack assistant professor and
director of the POWERlab at
Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale
de Lausanne (EPFL) in
Switzerland.
He received undergraduate
degrees from Ecole
Polytechnique in France
(2002) and Escola Politécnica
- USP in Brazil, followed by a
Ph.D. degree at the University
of California, Santa Barbara
and post-doc at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT).
He has received the
Outstanding Graduate
Student - Scientific
Achievement Award for his
Ph.D. thesis and the IEEE
George Smith Award for his
demonstration of highefficiency nanostructured
power electronic devices.
His laboratory develops new
semiconductor concepts
based on nanostructures
applied to high-performance
materials to drastically
improve the efficiency in
energy conversion.
elison.matioli@epfl.ch

It is clear that the rapid increase in energy demand and carbon dioxide
emissions represent a huge challenge, which can be addressed not only by
producing more energy from renewable sources, but also by wasting less with
energy-efficient systems.
One of the major sources of losses is related to electric power conversion (such
as AC-DC, DC-AC, voltage and current levels), from the electricity generation,
transmission, all the way to its consumption. Power conversion is present in
nearly every electric system (computers, home appliances, etc..) wasting
around 15% of all the electricity consumed in the world. This represents around
3000 TWh, which is a huge amount of energy (in comparison, the largest
hydroelectric power plants in the world, such as the three gorges in China or
Itaipu in Brazil, produce about 100 TWh per year).
My ERC-funded project, called In-Need, proposes new electronic power
devices (transistors and diodes) characterised by much higher efficiency with
significantly reduced size, increased power density and improved thermal
management that could lead to a reduction of more than 50% of the losses in
power conversion.
How did you find out about the ERC selection process? Can you share
any tips with our readers on how to apply for an ERC grant successfully?
The ERC grants are very prestigious in Europe. After my arrival at EPFL as a
faculty member, I was informed about the application process, and was strongly
encouraged to apply. I have dedicated a significant share of my first months as
professor at EPFL to prepare my ERC application, which turned out to be very
well invested time.
My recommendation for a successful application is to start preparing for it well
in advance, gathering all your ideas, developing them further, and getting the
opinions of your peers. Remember that this is a high-risk high-gain grant, this
means that projects showing small advancements of the state-of-the-art are
unlikely to be selected.
You have studied in Brazil and in the USA and are currently working in
Europe. Could you tell us more about your research career so far? How
has mobility influenced the direction of your career?
I started my undergraduate studies in Brazil, in electrical engineering at the
Escola Politécnica of University of São Paulo. In the middle of my studies, I was
admitted to Ecole Polytechnique in France, to pursue a double diploma as
undergraduate student in Applied Physics and Mathematics.
After finishing both degrees, I pursued a Ph.D. degree in Materials Science at
the University of California, Santa Barbara, where I worked in the field of LEDs
for lighting applications, together with the 2014 Physics Nobel Prize laureate,
Prof. Shuji Nakamura. Then, I went to the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), as a postdoctoral fellow in the Electrical Engineering
department, to expand my knowledge to the field of power electronics.
My education in these different fields, from Electrical Engineering, Applied
Physics and Mathematics, to Materials Science, is fundamental to the research
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that I carry on now as it combines elements of each of these subjects to
address energy challenges.

I believe that, just as I
The experience of living in different
countries allowed me to learn several
benefited
from
an
cultures,
languages,
educational
international career path,
systems, to take the best aspects of
it is very important for
each and incorporate them in my own
any researcher to be
research and teaching. This is very
exposed
to
different
important in my current function, as I
environments.
have Ph.D. students from all over the
world in my group, and I teach classes
in both French to undergraduates and English to graduate students at EPFL.
To what extent is scientific cooperation taking place between Europe and
Brazil in your area? How important and valuable is this cooperation?
As far as I am aware, the current collaboration between Brazil and Europe in my
field is not yet at the level that it could be.
I believe that stronger cooperation between European and Brazilian universities
could be very enriching for scientific research in both regions. Such cooperation
also opens new opportunities for young Brazilian researchers to experience
research abroad and to be exposed to different ways of thinking and cultures,
which ultimately can have a significant impact on the scientific research in
Brazil.
This is particularly important in the field of research I am engaged in. Increasing
and improving collaboration with top European institutions can strengthen
Brazilian research in this area which is of strategic importance for any country.
In your opinion, what could be done to further enhance the mobility of
international researchers between these two regions?
I think the main reason preventing the mobility of researchers between these
two regions is that knowledge of the research performed in each of these
regions is only partially shared. The limited cooperation schemes and funding
available is also a factor.
To further enhance the mobility of researchers, I believe that more grant
schemes could be offered for the top postdocs and Ph.D. students to come to
European research institutions, and more opportunities to share research
results between these two regions could be created, in addition to specific
funding calls for collaboration between Brazilian and European universities.
CONFAP and ERC recently signed an implementing agreement to
encourage young Brazilian scientists to join ERC-grantees’ research
teams in Europe for a short-term period. How can this opportunity benefit
these Brazilian researchers’ careers and Brazilian science at large?
This initiative will certainly enrich Brazilian science. It creates more
opportunities for young Brazilian researchers to come to Europe and join ERCfunded projects for a limited period of time.
Most of these young researchers will go back to Brazil and implement some of
the ideas and methods experienced abroad. Others may remain abroad but this
is also very valuable as it opens opportunities for future collaborations with
other Brazilian researchers.
In your opinion, what is the best aspect of the European research
community?
The best aspect of research in Europe is its vast network of world-class
researchers in all kinds of fields from institutions based in different countries,
collaborating amongst them through various grant schemes.
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2 EURAXESS members in focus:
Czech Republic – Land of
extraordinary possibilities
In the Czech Republic, we are building on the outstanding accomplishments of
great Czech scientists while striving toward the next ground-breaking
discoveries.
The Czech Republic is home to some of Europe’s oldest and largest
universities.
Czech R&D is not driven only by the country’s history of excellent science, but
also by extensive state support. Financial aid comes from national and
European resources and is administered by a number of mostly national
institutions (Czech Science Foundation, Technology Agency of the Czech
Republic, Czech ministries; with the exception of Horizon 2020).

R&D Funding in the Czech Republic
-

Czech Science Foundation (www.gacr.cz)

-

Technology Agency of the Czech Republic (www.tacr.cz)

Research Excellence in the Czech Republic
New European Centres of Excellence focus mainly on international
collaboration and contribution to applied results.
-

-

-

-

The Central European Institute of Technology (CEITEC) is a
multidisciplinary science centre focused on life sciences and advanced
materials and technologies whose aim is to establish itself as a
recognised centre for basic as well as applied research
(www.ceitec.cz).
Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI) is part of a new generation of large
European research facilities with the main goal of creating laser
equipment with unique parameters (www.eli-beams.eu)
CzechGlobe - Global Change Research Institute of the Czech
Academy of Sciences is a public research institution and European
Centre of Excellence investigating the ongoing global climate change
and its impact on the atmosphere, biosphere and human society
through the use of the latest techniques and instrumentation
(www.czechglobe.cz).
The IT4Innovations national supercomputing center conducts
research and provides state-of-the-art technologies and services in the
fields of high performance computing and embedded systems
(http://www.it4i.cz).
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Where can I find out more?
-

Government Office for Science, Research and Innovation

The main objectives of the Section are as follows: science policy unification;
setting up of the rules for transparent funding of institutions engaged in science,
research and innovations; identification and support of excellence in science
and the expansion of international scientific cooperation. http://www.vyzkum.cz/
-

The Czech Academy of Sciences

The Czech Academy of Sciences (the CAS) is set up as a complex of 54 public
research institutions. The Academy employs over 8 000 employees, more than
a half of whom are researchers with university degrees. http://www.avcr.cz/en/
-

Czechinvest

The main objective of The Business and Investment Development Agency
CzechInvest is to advise and support existing and new entrepreneurs and
foreign investors in the Czech Republic. http://www.czechinvest.org/en
-

EURAXESS Czech Republic

EURAXESS Czech Republic provides information and assistance to
researchers who are coming to work in the Czech Republic. EURAXESS help
researchers and their families to plan and organize their move to a foreign
country, providing assistance in all matters related to mobility. www.euraxess.cz

Cooperation between the Czech Republic and Brazil
There is still a large potential of growth for the collaboration between the Czech
Republic and Brazil in the area of R&D. But in the last years, there is one
common project that has really stood out - the development and production of
EMBRAER´s new military transport and multi-mission aircraft KC390. The
Czech company Aero Vodochody has been participating in the project from its
very beginning in 2011 and is responsible for the design and manufacturing of
wing fixed leading edge and for manufacturing of all cabin doors, cargo ramp
and rear fuselage of the aircraft. The project of development of KC-390 in Aero
is financed by the Czech export bank and insured by EGAP. 150 technicians
including engineers and hundreds of workers of Aero are involved in this
project. With the dimensions of 6,5 x 4,5 x 3,3 metres, the rear fuselage is the
largest aerostructure ever made in the Czech Republic. Other Czech
companies are also suppliers of EMBRAER. Nowadays, the Czech Republic
offers a large scale of opportunities of study for Brazilian students. All of them
can be reached on www.studyin.cz. The Czech Republic is also a partner of
Brazil in what refers to the programme Science without borders and hopes that
the programme will be restarted in the near future.

Interview with a Czech researcher in Brazil, Lenka
Ptackova, PhD student at IMPA (National Institute of
Pure and Applied Mathematics)
Lenka Ptackova studied Mathematics at the University of West Bohemia (UWB)
in Plzen, Czech Republic. During her master she spent three months as a Freemover (funded by UWB) at the Queen Mary University of London working on
her thesis. She is currently studying for her PhD at the Instituto Nacional de
Matematica Pura e Aplicada (IMPA) in Rio de Janeiro with a scholarship from
CNPq. She plans to finish her PhD studies in February 2017 and start her
postdoctoral research at IMPA in March 2017.
Read the full interview here.
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3 EURAXESS Brazil activities
3.1 EURAXESS new portal makes mobility even easier
Regardless of where you are in your career, what field of research, age or
nationality you are, the new EURAXESS portal can help you bring your
research forward. Becoming a member of the EURAXESS community brings
the following advantages for researchers and related professionals.
Researchers:
https://euraxess.ec.europa.
eu/

 Get tailored information on jobs and funding at your fingertips
 Receive email alerts about events and breaking news directly to
your inbox
 Use the chance to connect with fellow research professionals
 Find hosting offers: institutions offer lab space
 Boost your career: Institutions offer internships for young
researchers
 Communicate to relocate: Contact directly your channel at the
EURAXESS Centre to get support for the relocation to 40 European
countries
Recruiters & Funders:


Publicise your funding and mobility schemes and job
opportunities



Get exclusive access to a global pool of highly qualified talent



Define and contact specific target groups by working together
with our dedicated country representatives in your
EURAXESS country/hub

Entrepreneurs:
 Partner up: Partnering is a tool for entrepreneurs and
researchers to get together for start-ups or other types of businesses
 Find funding for your innovative solution and information
tailored to your needs

3.2 EU funding and tools for scientific mobility – working
with MSCA alumni
Brazilian institutions that are
interested in hosting
European researchers funded
by the European Commission
for a stay of up to two years
can contact the MSCA
national contact point Elisa
Natola,
horizonte2020@confap.org.br
. The next call will open on
11/04/2017.

In line with its work plan 2016, EURAXESS Brazil organised a meeting with
Marie Sklodowska Curie - MSCA (ex) fellows of Brazilian nationality or currently
based in Brazil to support them in the preparation of a proposal to establish a
Marie Curie Alumni Association (MCAA) Brazilian Chapter.
EURAXESS Country representative and participating alumni fellows also held
an info session on EU programmes for scientific mobility to the local research
community at PUC-RS, in Porto Alegre. The presentation focused on MSCA
fellows’ testimonials. Brazilian and European researchers who benefitted from
MSCA funding (IF and ITN) shared their experience and tips on how to submit a
proposal.
The event was hosted by PUC-RS, one of the few Brazilian universities hosting
a European researcher funded by the European Commission under Marie
Sklodowska Curie Actions (MSCA – IF/GF).
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3.3 EURAXESS Science Slam 2016
scienceslambrasil.com

This year's winner of the EURAXESS Science Slam was André Azevedo da
Fonseca, researcher in Cultural History and Communication and Lecturer at the
University of Londrina (UEL). André is the first professor to win the competition,
and the first winner from social sciences.
With humour, creativity and a touch of irreverence, André presented his
research on Technology - Images and myths by interacting with talking video
images on the evolution of how technology is perceived throughout the
centuries.
André won a free round-trip to Europe to visit any research organisation
/institution of his choice within the European Research Area. Thus EURAXESS
is providing him with the opportunity to meet his peers and discuss opportunities
for collaboration and / or future mobility.
This year, we were honoured with the special participation of the famous
scientist and communicator Atila Iamarino, from Canal Nerdologia.
The competition was supported by the Brazilian Academy of Science (ABC)
and was part of the National Science and Technology week (SNCT
2016) official agenda.
The live presentations were all amazingly original, instructive and entertaining.
They are all available online on EURAXESS Links Brazil channel on
Youtube here. See also the pictures at http://bit.ly/Slam2016_fotos

3.4 EURAXESS helped Brazilian researchers improve
their communication skills
All finalists of the EURAXESS Science Slam, as well as 25 selected scientists
were offered the possibility to improve their presentation techniques at a oneday science communication course in Rio de Janeiro, given by some of the
best communication professionals, including the organiser of TEDx Rio. The
event was organised in partnership with the Brazilian Academy of Sciences
(ABC). Apart from presentations given by the Brazilian communication experts,
which included tips on how to grab the audience’s attention, by using humour or
clearer and simpler language for example, several communication exercises
kept participants busy and thrilled in this dynamic and entertaining day of
networking and communication skills.
Activities included for example corporal awareness and body language advice
while presenting – which resulted in an impromptu dance session
among participants, mixing classical music with the Latin rhythms of samba,
forró or salsa - and the chance for participants to film themselves while
presenting their research in the form of two minute pitches.
More details, including pictures of the day and biographies of the trainers of
this EURAXESS workshop, which took place on 18 October, are available here
A detailed description of the event and the trainers’ presentations is
available here (in Portuguese).
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3.5 Looking for funding opportunities? EURAXESS can
help you!
EURAXESS Brazil list of open calls
Have a look at our compilation of open calls to fund researchers' mobility and
cooperation with European teams. The document consists of a selection of
grants & fellowships funded by the European Commission, EU Member States
or Brazilian authorities to help you turn your interest in research mobility into
reality. The latest edition is available here: Funding opportunities - November /
December 2016

EURAXESS Funding database
Amongst the new functionalities of EURAXESS' new portal for researchers,
entrepreneurs, universities and businesses, a brand new Funding
database allows individual researchers to search for the funding programme
they need for their mobility or research cooperation project.
Funding organisations can publish their funding opportunities and
scholarships in it to increase their visibility and reach the best candidates
worldwide.

3.6 In case you missed our Flashnotes
EU-Brazil agreement: foster mobility of top Brazilian scientists and allow them to
collaborate with the best researchers in Europe
New EURAXESS Website
INCOBRA new EU-BR collaboration tool
ERC Consolidator grant
MSCA Rise call

****
The EURAXESS Brazil Team wishes you an excellent
Christmas and a New Year filled with fruitful international
projects!
All the best,
Charlotte & Ingrid
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